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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition.
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition.
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition.
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
 

We are witnessing a new era of unemployment 
problem in East Asia for a decade.


 

In some countries, young people experience 
much more hardships than adults.


 

Smoothing transition from school to work is a 
key to the youth employment problem.

1. A new era of unemployment
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
 

Okochi’s 1st proposition) 
Unemployment denotes that a worker who 
does not have his own means of production has 
lost his workplace.

⇒Self-employed workers cannot be unemployed. 
Their poverty or underemployment can be 
solved with other policies rather than UI.

2. Okochi’s theory of unemployment
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
 

Okochi’s 2nd proposition) 
The idea of unemployment presumes that the 
unemployed worker retains his willingness to 
work.

⇒UI may be helpful for maintaining the 
unemployed worker’s willingness to work  
(e.g. factory workers near Bangkok).

2. Okochi’s theory of unemployment
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
 

Okochi’s 3rd proposition) 
If a worker cannot find a job that suits his skill 
or ability set, it can be said that he is 
“unemployed.”

⇒UI is helpful for the unemployed in 
maintaining or upgrading their skills;           
this is good for the society’s efficiency.

2. Okochi’s theory of unemployment
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition.
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Self‐employed workers (both sexes) (%)
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition.
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Unpaid family workers (female) (%)
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition. As for Taiwan, DGBAS, Manpower Survey 2010.
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Data Sources) ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market, 6th Edition. As for Taiwan, DGBAS, Manpower Survey 2010.
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Data Sources) TNSO, The 2007 Informal Employed Person Survey.

Thailand: Formal employment by sector (%)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

M
an

ag
er

s
Pr

of
es

sio
na

l
Te

ch
nic

ian
s

Cle
rk

s
Se

rvi
ce

 W
or

ke
rs

Ag
ric

ult
ur

al 
& 

Fis
he

ry

Cr
aft

 &
 re

lat
ed

 tr
ad

es

Pla
nt

 &
 M

ac
hin

e o
pe

ra
to

rs

Ele
m

en
ta

ry 
oc

cu
pa

tio
ns

No
t C

las
sif

ab
le

Informal Employment

Formal Employment



15
Data Sources) TNSO, The 2007 Informal Employed Person Survey.

Thailand: Formal employment by age (%)
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The map of Aceh, Indonesia
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Aceh: The link between informality and poverty

Data Sources) As for self-employed rate, Badan Pusat Statistik, 2005, Population of Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam 2005. 
As for poverty rate, Badan Pusat Statistik, 2008, Data Dan Informasi Kemiskinan Tahun 2007.
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
 

Countries like Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, 
and the Philippines have large informal sectors.


 

Boundaries between the formal and the 
informal are uneven (occupation, age, region).


 

The negative aspects of the informality should 
be overcome through the UI and other schemes.

3. Exploring the informality
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Unemployment Protection Schemes 
throughout the World.

Source) ILO, World Social Security Report 2010-2011, p.58.
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Legal Coverage of the       
Unemployment Protection Schemes.

Source) ILO, World Social Security Report 2010-2011, p.60.
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Effective Coverage of the  
Unemployment Protection Schemes.

Source) ILO, World Social Security Report 2010-2011, p.62.
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
 

Given the existing informality, UI is not  
enough measure to protect the whole people.


 

UI should be combined with active labor 
market policies which cover the informal.


 

Still, enhancing the effective coverage of UI is 
a good way for upgrading the social quality.

4. UI as a social protection
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